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When Farah Alvin, who is starring as Fanny Brice in Gretna Theatre's "Funny Girl," is 

asked the obvious question, she responds wryly: "Barbra who?" 

Barbra is Barbra Streisand, of course. Her portrayal of Fanny Brice made her a star 

and the film version earned her an Oscar. 

Streisand's performance is so iconic, every actress who plays Fanny Brice is compared 

to her. There's never even been a Broadway revival of the show. 

"She and the role are so intertwined. But I am really nothing like Barbra Streisand," 

Alvin says. "I don't look or sound like her. It's an advantage, really, because there is 

no sense in trying to imitate her." 

Alvin has taken a personal approach to her portrayal of Brice. 

"I relate to her," she explains. "She tells (her first husband) Nick Arnstein that she's a 
comedian and he says, 'Onstage you're a comedian,' and she responds by saying 

'That's where I live, onstage.' I'm like that. I feel much more comfortable up there on 

stage." 

Alvin says that Brice has confidence about who she is onstage. 

"She really doesn't fit in anywhere. She calls herself a bagel on a plate of onion rolls. 

But she believes the things that are different make her special." 

Fanny Brice was a hugely successful singer, comedienne and actress who found great 

success in the Ziegfeld Follies and "The Baby Snooks Show" on the radio. 

"She insisted on being herself and that's what made her a star," says Alvin. 

Offstage is another story. 



"She's terribly unlucky in love, she made terrible decisions," Alvin says. 

"There is this constant emphasis that she isn't pretty enough, glamorous enough to be 

a star or a love interest. It almost doesn't matter how successful she is, she gets caught 

up in the idea that she is not good enough. I'm latching on to that." 

Alvin played the role once before, in 2005, and loved the experience. 

"It's a thrilling, exciting show to do," she says. "A real emotional roller coaster. As an 

actor, you dream of playing these big juicy roles." 

Especially "Funny Girl." 

"I have been a fan of Fanny Brice since I was a little kid. My mom had a record with 
Fanny Brice on one side and Helen Morgan on the other. I loved her particular style of 

comedy and her voice, and the fact she could do everything including break your 

heart." 

Alvin has been a performer since day one. 

"My mother says I came out of the womb performing," she says with a laugh. "I liked 
to sing and dance. The house I grew up in (in Los Angeles) had a sunken living room 

and the higher level was my stage. I'd tell everyone to sit down because I was doing a 

show. I was born that way." 

She sang and danced, but caught the theater bug in junior high. 

"I fell in love with being part of a theatrical community," she says. 

Living in Los Angeles, her career moved fast. 

She got an agent when she was a senior and then started getting work. 

She was part of the tour of the musical "Fame" and got her Equity card. 

"That opened a lot of doors for me and the ball kept rolling from there," she says. 

She has appeared on Broadway in "Grease," "Saturday Night Fever," "The Look of 
Love: The Music of Burt Bacharach and Hal David," the revival of "Nine" and 

Madison Square Garden's "A Christmas Carol." 

In 2009, she was nominated for a Drama Desk award for Outstanding Supporting 

Actress in a Musical for "The Marvelous Wonderettes." 



"I have been so lucky," she says. "It's nice to know something you are doing has an 
impact on people. It might be an intangible impact, but I know how many times I have 

seen a performance that deeply affected my life." 

"Funny Girl" 

 

Cont. through July 31 
 

Thurs. 2 and 7:30 p.m. 

 
Fri. and Sat. 7:30 p.m. 

 
Sun. 2 p.m. $28-$40 

 

Mount Gretna Playhouse 
 

Mount Gretna. 964-3627 

http://www.gretnatheatre.com/ 

 

http://www.gretnatheatre.com/

