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The talented cast who play multiple characters includes Kyle Vespestad
(very funny as Doobie, a stoned hippie), Monte Wheeler, Barb
Schoenhofer, Christine Tasheff, David Weaver, Robert C. Barnes and
Roberta Satori.

But it is as singers (and some dancing) that they shine. Especially
noteworthy at last Saturday's performance were Tasheff's renditions of
"Joe Hill" and "Piece of Heart," Barnes' "With a Little Help From My
Friends," Weaver's "The Weight," and duos by Tasheff and Vespestad
("Get Together") and Weaver and Satori ("Somebody to Love") and the
ensemble number "Turn, Turn, Turn."

The show marks Cabaret debuts for Satori and Weaver, but they are both
experienced performers. Satori has been singing "since the womb," she
said. Weaver is a soloist with the Metropolitan Ballet of Wichita and
principal with the touring company Midwest Regional Ballet.

The beat goes on with the help of the exceptional band: Steve Hatfield,
drums; Sean Fanning, bass; David Sewell, guitar; and John Probst, guitar
and keyboard.

"Summer '69" revisits the music of the Woodstock nation beautifully and
with authenticity. Director/choreographer Dennis Courtney went for "the
style of" the performers rather than impersonations, and with good
results.

If the show fails to transport us back, it is because the book only flirts
with the disparity of the times. But the performers and the music are a
trip.

Additional performances are at 8 p.m. Thursdays through
Saturdays through May at Cabaret Oldtown, 412 1/2 E. Douglas.
Tickets are $15; call 265-4400.
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